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Just as those in the nineteenth century ventured forth seeking freedom from bondage in the South and seeking assistance along 
the way, Indiana Freedom Trails, Inc. is venturing forth in new format to gather information and forward it along to those who 
possess an interest in this fascinating but often secretive portion of our Hoosier heritage. Established in 1998, Indiana Freedom 
Trails, Inc. invites you to share your stories with us, and participate in our efforts to continue along the paths that our mission 
statement professes. The network of the Underground Railroad through Indiana brought together people of several colors, 
religions, Northern and Southern, enslaved and free in ordinary and extraordinary ways ς united in a common cause. Join us in a 
journey that will carry you along the tracks of a railroad with no rails, stopping at depots that you would never suspect, and 
meeting some fascinating folks along the way. 

 
  In this first edition of Tracks, we are experimenting with what we hope will be of interest to you. This publication is 

being designed to coincide with our quarterly meetings, currently being held in Indianapolis. Eventually we will be 
able to send this out by email and have it posted to our website ς currently under construction.  Your information on 
events and programs is always welcome ς but be sure to remember to get the information to our editor with plenty 

of time for her to input. We hope that you will excuse any derailments or missed stops in this edition.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

        

           Update on HR1239           
 

A PUBLICATION OF 
INDIANA FREEDOM TRAILS, INCΦϰ 

 
A diverse group working to locate, 
to identify, to verify, to protect, to 
preserve and to promote those  

Indiana sites and routes as part of 
the National Underground Railroad 
Network. We dedicate ourselves 

and our resources to the research, 
education, interpretation and 

reverence of our Underground 
Railroad heritage for the benefit of 

generations to come. 
Mission statement 

Indiana Freedom Trails Inc. Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday July 14th, 2007 11am-1pm 

Indiana Historical Society 

450 W. Ohio Street (parking off New York Street) 

To amend the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act of 1998 to provide additional staff and 
oversight of funds to carry out the Act, and for other purposes.  
Latest Action: House committee/subcommittee actions. Status: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held. 
This occurred on June 28, 2007.   

 

This bill, sponsored by Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-FL) now has 66 co-ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ о ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ф 
Representatives have signed on: Julia Carson  - 7th Dist., Mark Souder  - 3rd Dist., and Dan Burton ς 5th Dist.  It is 
imperative that we work to get more of our own Congressmen on board in order to continue our work in 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ IƻƻǎƛŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΩǎ 
status or writing our Representatives check out www.house.gov.  
 
We need support from: Peter Visclosky ς 1st Dist.; Baron Hill ς 9th Dist.; Joe Donnelly ς 2nd Dist.; Steve Buyer ς 4th 
Dist.; Mike Pence ς 6th Dist.; Brad Ellsworth ς 8th Dist. 
 

http://www.house.gov/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 
      
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, written by  
IƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ bƻǘŜǎ ōȅ wƻōŜǊǘ hΩaŜŀƭƭȅΣ .ŀǊƴŜǎ ϧ bƻōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΣ b¸Υ нлло ǇΦ у8  
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave was first published in 1845 by the Anti-Slavery Office. 

 

 

Tickets Please!     Events and Happenings 

 
 

 

 Indiana Freedom Trails Inc. Board of Directors:  
Maxine Brown, Jae Breitwieser, Gwen Crenshaw, Peg Dilbone, Carol Hall, Thomas Hendrickson,  

Sandra Jackson, Janice McGuire, William O. Smith, Dona Stokes-Lucas 

Looking Back, Moving Forward  

The First Friends of the Network to Freedom Conference 
September 10-15, 2007 

Georgetown College, Georgetown KY 
For conference information check out www.ugrri.org  

IFT Members can save on registration fees!  
Contact donnastokes-lucas@juno.com for details 

July 14 11:00 a.m. New Albany, Indiana 
State Historical Marker Dedication 

honoring the New Albany Salem Railroad (Monon) 
Organized in 1847 and extending all the way to Michigan city by 1854, the railroad was often used as a guide 

for freedom seekers who followed the tracks on foot, hid in the box cars, purchased tickets by using false 
freedom papers, wore disguised or posed as the servant of a white passenger. 

I now come to that part of my life during which I planned, and finally succeeded in making 
my escape from slavery. But before narrating any of the peculiar circumstances, I deem it 

proper to make know my intention not to state all the facts connected with the transaction. 
My reasons for pursuing this course may be understood from the following: First, were I to 
give a minute statement of all the fats, it is not only possible, but quite probable, that others 
would thereby be involved in the most embarrassing difficulties. Secondly, such a statement 
would most undoubtedly induce greater vigilance on the part of slaveholders than has existed 
heretofore among them; which would, of course, be the means of guarding a door whereby 
some dear brother bondman might escape his galling chains. 

http://www.ugrri.org/
mailto:donnastokes-lucas@juno.com



