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Established in 1998, Indiana Freedom Trails invites you to share your stories with us, and participate in our efforts to 
continue along the paths that our mission statement professes. The network of the Underground Railroad through 
Indiana brought together people of several colors, religions, Northern and Southern, enslaved and free in ordinary 
and extraordinary ways ς united in a common cause. Join us in a journey that will carry you along the tracks of a 
railroad with no rails, stopping at depots that you would never suspect, and meeting some fascinating folks along 
the way. 
 
  ACTIVITIES. Our publication is being designed to coincide with our quarterly meetings, currently being held 

in Indianapolis. Your information on events and programs is always welcome ςthe deadline for inclusion is 
a month prior to the meeting date. We hope that you will excuse any derailments or missed stops in this 
edition.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A PUBLICATION OF 
INDIANA FREEDOM TRAILS, INC. 

 
A diverse group working to locate, 
to identify, to verify, to protect, to 
preserve and to promote those  

Indiana sites and routes as part of 
the National Underground Railroad 
Network. We dedicate ourselves 

and our resources to the research, 
education, interpretation and 

reverence of our Underground 
Railroad heritage for the benefit of 

generations to come. 
Mission statement 

Indiana Freedom Trails Inc. Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday, April 5, 2008 11am-1pm 

Indiana Historical Society 

450 W. Ohio Street  

(free parking off New York Street) 

 

òWhere Do We Go From Here?ó 
 

Program is free & open to the public 

 

 

  

Check out our revised website: www.indianafreedomtrails.org 
To add items to the website contact Dona Stokes-Lucas at donnastokes-lucas@juno.com, including 
announcements or events for the calendar; articles, research tips, scholarly opinions (with reprint 

permission if required) ς a pdf format preferred.  
To add items to the quarterly newsletter forward to Marlene Lu at mlu3@isugw.indstate.edu  
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    MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

July 12, 2008--Indiana Freedom Trails will meet from 11 am to 1 pm at the Indiana Historical Society (450 
W. Ohio St., Indianapolis IN; parking is off of New York St.). 

September 15-20, 2008--The Friends of the Network to Freedom Association (which supports the National 
Park Service) will hold their second Annual Conference in historic downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Call for papers posted at www.indianafreedomtrails.org (See below for more information) 

October 18, 2008--Indiana Freedom Trails will meet from 11 am to 1 pm at the Indiana Historical Society 
(450 W. Ohio St., Indianapolis IN; parking is off of New York St.). 

          
 
Indianapolis has been selected as the host location of the Friends Network to Freedom Association 
Conference in September, 2009.  In celebrating the 10th year of the Network to Freedom program, we 
would like for all IFT members and their friends to work on applications for submission to get sites, 
programs or facilities listed in the NTF database. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΣ 
2008, review, the next review and vote date for applications will be June 15th.  Due to the time and 
documentation required applications need to be started on NOW!  
 
As Jae Breitweiser mentioned in the October edition of Tracks, Indiana ranks 6th as to the most sites turned 
in. Ohio is currently first, followed by New York, Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania respectively. We have 
many sites that are known we just need to get to work to get them listed.  
 
LƴŘƛŀƴŀ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǊƛǎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 
make sure that Indiana increases their number of sites by the time the conference comes to call! For 
information visit www.nps.gov/ugrr/  
  

Indiana Freedom Trails              Board of Directors: 
Maxine Brown - Director Leora Brown School, Corydon IN 
Jae Breitweiser - Director Eleutherian College, Lancaster IN 

Gwen Crenshaw - IUPUI Professor, Historian 
Peg Dilbone - Fremont Historical Society, Independent Researcher 

Carol Hall - President Marion County Historial Society 
Thomas Hendrickson - Independent Researcher & Attorney 

Sandra Jackson - Levi Coffin Home 
Marlene Lu - Friends of Historic Allen Chapel, Terre Haute IN 

Dona Stokes-Lucas - Independent Researcher 
Janice McGuire - Levi Coffin Home 

William O. Smith - Decatur IN Underground Railroad, Researcher & Attorney 

http://www.nps.gov/history/ugrr/
http://www.nps.gov/history/ugrr/
http://www.nps.gov/history/ugrr/
http://www.indianafreedomtrails.org/
http://www.nps.gov/ugrr/


 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
                                         Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson 
                                    author, editor, publisher, and historian  
                                          December 1875 - April 1950 

 

 
 
IFT Members and Regional Coordinators provide countless volunteer hours dedicated to the preservation, education 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ¦Dww ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  
 
We hope that several Hoosiers will support the Conference of the National Network to Freedom Friends Association 
in Philadelphia, PA, to let the other folks know that Indiana will be the right place to be in 2009.  
 
In the meantime, with growth there are added costs: maintaining the website, marketing, outreach, research, and 
educational programs. We hope you will spread the word to others that with a donation of $25.00, their annual 
membership will be ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩs Underground Railroad Heritage. Have them complete 
the memōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ 
Trails, Inc. 
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ нллуΗ 
The Board 
Indiana Freedom Trails Inc. 
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In 1998,the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act was signed into law to help  
preserve the history and educate the public about the Underground Railroad. As a result of this 
legislation, there are now over 300 nationally recognized Underground Railroad sites, programs, 

and facilities. In order to commemorate this importa nt and historic legislation, a 6 -day 
conference will be hosted at the Holiday Inn Ho tel, located in the Historic District of  

Philadelphia, PA. The conference will feature pre- and post-conference events, exhibits, speakers, 
workshops and more. 

Future Conferences are scheduled for Indianapolis 2009 & Topeka 2010 

 

Those who have no record of what their forebears have accomplished 
lose the inspiration which comes from the teaching of biography and 
history.  

 

 


